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OBSERVATIONS on the NEW CYDER-TAX, & by |. MASSHE, 


* NUMBER XI. _ 
LITTLE ſerious Meditation upon the Con- 
A tents of the foregoing Papers, will no Doubt 
convince the Land holders of England, that the 
Foundation of their 1/ealth and Naval Power is 
miſerably TAX-EATEN ; although there be not 
a Want of ſome notable Politicians to make them 
eaſy about ſuch Matters, by ſhewing in their Way 
that the Wealth of this Nation izcreaſes with its 
Taxes : — Why did not thoſe notable Politicians, 
when they were a doing, try to purſuade People 
that a Poſt is the ſtronger for having a Hundred 
Augre-holes bored through it; or that the Moon 
is made of green Cheeſe, and —_ yellow, 
becauſe Dame Flora ſtrews her &er with Mari- 

Ids ? 
eff Oxen were as plenty as Hawthorn-Buſhes, 
and thoſe notable Politicians had Elbow room 
enough, Matters would not be right in their Way 
till chuck. Beef came to Twelve Pence a Pound. 

Their Talent conſiſts not in the Themiſtoclean 
Ait of Raiſing a ſmall City to a great State; but 
in breaking the Ligaments of Empire, and delight- 
ing the Ear with Lute-playing. 

I ſhall therefore only with all ſuch Politicians a 
good Voyage from England to France or Turky, 
and proceed to conſider whether ſome Sort of 
Sheathing may not be found, that will enable the 
Old England Man of War 10 keep the Sea, during 
any Storm that may hereafter blow over from the 
French Coaſt ; it being a conſtant Rule with our 
Hearts of Oak to provide ina Calm againſt a Storm; 
and the Sides of that noble Ship have had fo many 
Augre holes bored in them by theſe Tax-worms, 
that I believe hoth the Landholders and Seahol- 
ders of England will agree with me in thinking it 
highly expedient, to have her Hull well fecured by | 
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proper ern againſt many deeper Worm - 
borings which otherwiſe might be made, SO AS 10 
render that Ship UNABLE to endure FUTURE 
STORMS: | : 

But upon rummaging over my Magazine of 
Naval Stores, to fee what Service may upon the 

reſent Occaſion be done for the good Ship Old 
England, I find neither Engliſh Oak, Norway Fir, 
Swediſh Iron, nor Ruſſia Hemp; not one Barrel 
of American Pitch, Tar or Turpentine; no 
Anchors, never a Cable, not a Gun, no Caſk for 
Belly-Timber ! no, not ſo much as a Hand. ſpike 
or even a Bit of Oakum ; for all my Naval Stores 
conſiſt of Books and Papers——Keel-haul me 
Jack, here's a Land-Lubbor !.... Sheath Ships 
with Books and Papers!.... Wold me with a 
Towline, or I ſhall burtt my Guts with 8 

Fair and ſoft, my honeſt Hearts of Oak; I ſay, 
that among thoſe 1 and Papers there is one, 
intitled TICLES ox UNION between the 
Kingdoms of ENGLAND and SCOTLAND, 
concluded 22 July 1706. PALIT 

The Landholders of England very well know, 
that this Union- Treaty vp oro for the re- 
ciprocal Advantage of both Kingdoms ; by uniting 
one common 8 Two Nations You for 
a Century before that Time had borne Allegiance 
to one and the ſame Succeſſion of Kings and by 
eſtabliſhing ſuch Fundamental Principles for 4 
Guidance in all Times to come, as might for ever 
erve to each Nation all peculiar Privileges, Im- 

+ anities, &c. which were not thereby declared 
zommon to both; and this, without enabling 
either Nation to ſubjugate or prejudice the other, 

But Guch is the Mutability of Human Affairs, 
that the relative Circumſtances of the Two Nations 
are mightily altered fince this Treaty of Union 
was made; and therefore it moſt nearly concerns 
the Landholders of England to LOOK WELL 
into thole Fundamental Principles which were fo 
intended for a Guidance in all Times to come; it 
being naturally impoſſible to regulate otherwiſe 
than by Fundamental Principles, a great Number 
of Matters and Things which in after-Ages 
might ſwerve from the Baſis, Intent and Meaning 
of that Treaty; we are therefore, upon this 
Occaſion to inquire, whether the faid relative 
Alterations in the Circumftances of the "Two 
Na. ions have, or have not, made ſome SWERV. 
INGS from the Bafis, Intent and Meaning of the 
ſaid Union-Treaty. 


— — — 


NUMBER XII. A 

HE firſt Thing to be done in this Inquiry, is, 

T to lay before the Landholders of England, 

ſuch Articles in the Treaty of Union between the 

Two Nations, as principally relate to Manufac- 

turies, Trade, Navigation, Taxes, Bounties, 
Drawhbacks &c. 


MANUFACTURIFS, TRADE AND NAVI- 
GATION. 

% Article IV. That all the Subjects of the united 
* Kingdom of Great Britain, ſhall from and atter 
ce the Union have full Freedom and Intercourſe of 
« Trade and Navigation, to and from any Port or 
4% Place within the ſaid united Kingdom, and the 
„ Dominions and Plantations thereunto belonging; 
«© and that there be a Communication of all other 
« Rights, Privileges and g N which do, 
* or may belong to the Subjects of either King- 
« dom, except where it isotherwiſe expreſly agreed 
« in theſe Articles.” 

Arlicle V. That all Ships belonging to Her 
© Majeſty's Subjects ct Scotland, at the Time of 
« ſigning this Treaty for the Union of the Two 
„ Kingdoms (though Foreign built) thall bedeem'd 
« and paſs as Ships of the Built of Great Britain, 
« &c.” {directing in what Manner the Owners of 
ſuch Ships were to prove their Property therein, and 
to regiſter the ſame. | 

TAXES, BOUN'TIES, DRAWBACKS &c. 

Article VI. That all Parts of the united King- 
« dom for ever, from and after the Union, (hall 
© huve the ſame Allowances and Encouragements, 


— , 


— 


« and Regulations of Trade, and liable to the 


% ſame CUSTOMS and Duties on Import and 


% Export: and that the Allowances, Encourage- 
«© ments, Prohibitions, Reſtriftions, and Regu- 
« lations of Trade, and the Cuſtoms and Duties 
% on Import and Export ſettled in England, when 
e the Union commences, ſhall, from andafter the 
„ Union, take place throughout the whole united 
« Kingdom.“ 

« Article VII. That all Parts of the united 
Kingdom be for ever, from and after the Union, 
* liable to the ſame EXCISES upon all exciſeable 
* Liquors: And that the Exciſe ſettled in England 
% on tuch Liquors, when the Union commences, 
„take Place throughout the whole united King- 
te dom.” 

Article IX. That whenever the Sum of One 
„Million Nine Hundred Ninety ſeven Theuſand 
„Seven Hundred Sixty-three Pounds, Eight Shil - 
lings, and Four Pence Halfpenny ſhall be” ( rai- 
ſed by a LAND TAX in England] © Scotland 
* ſhall be charged by the ſame AR, with the fur- 


— 


„ ther Sum of Forty-eight Thouſand Pounds, 


& free of all Charges, as the Quota of Scotland to 
* ſuch Tax, and 1» proportionably for any greater 
or leſſer Sum railed in England by any Tax on 
„Land, &c, 


Temporary EXEMPTIONS from TAXES. 
« Article VIII. That from and after the 
Union, all Foreign Salt which ſhall be imported 
into Scotland ſhall be charged at the Importation 
there, with the ſame Duties as the like Salt is 
no. charged with being imported into England, 
and to be levied and erred in the ſaine Manner. 
But Scotland ſbail, for the Space of Sewen Years 
from the ſaid Union, be exempt from the paying 
« in Scotland, for Salt made there, the fy or 


| 6 wy, x now payable for Salt made in England; 


„but from the expiration of the ſaid Seven Years, 
„ ſhall be ſubje& and liable to the ſame Duties for 
„ SALT made in Scotland, as ſhall be then 
« payable for Sait made in England, to be levied 
„ and ſecured in the ſame Manner, and with the 
© like Drawbacks and Allowances as in Eng- 
« land, &c.” | | 

% Articie X. That during the Continuance of 
e the reſpective Duties on Stampt Paper, Vellum 
« and Farchment, by the ſeveral Acts now in 
% Force in England, Scotland ſhall not be charged 
« with the ſame reſpective Duties.“ 

% Article XI. That during the Continuance 
te of the Duties payable in England on Windows 
* and Lights, which determines the firſt Day of 
* Auguſt One Thouſand Seven Hundred and 


Ten, Scotland ſhall not be charged with the 


* {ame Duties.“ 


% of the Duties payable in England on Coals, 


% Culm and Cynders, which determines the 


© Thirtieth Day of September, One Thouſand 
Seven Hundred and Ten, Scotland ſhall not be 
charged therewith tor Coals, Culm and Cynders 
conſumed there; but ſhall be charged with 
the ſame Duties as in England for all Coal, 
Culm and Cvnders not conſumed in Scotland.“ 
& Article XIII. That during the Continuance 
„of the Duty payable in England on Malt, 
*© which determines the Twenty-fourth Day of 
« June, One Thouſand Seven Hundred and 


„Seven, Scotland ſhall not be charged with that 


« Duty.” 


FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES for @ 
Guidance in all Times to come. 

& Article XV. Whereas by the Terms of 
“% this Treaty, the Subjects of Scotland, for 
„ preſerving an EQUALITY or TRADE 
6 throughout the UNITED KINGDOM, auu/ 
« be liable to ſeveral Cuſlom and Exciſes now 
& payable in Eng/and, &c. | 
« Article XIV, — And ſeeing it cannot 
be tuppoled that the Parliament of Great Britain 
WILL EVER lay any Sort of Burthens upon 
« the united Kingdom, but what they ſhall find 
« of Neceſſity at that Time for the Preſervation 
% ard Good OF THE WHOLE, and with 
« DUE REGARD to the Circumftances and 
« Abilities of EVERY PART of the wnitec 
* Kingdom; Therefore it is agreed, that there 
„ebe no further Exemption inſiſted on for any 
&« Part of the united Kingdom, but that the Con- 
&« /ideration of any Exemptions beyond what are 
ce already agreed on in this Treaty, ſhall be left 10 
« the Determination of the Parliament of Great 
e Britain.” 

NUMBER XIII. 
O theſe Articles in the Treaty of Union, it will 
be neceſſary to add the Reaſons for granting 
to the People of Scotland, theſe Temporary Exemp- 
tions from Taxes ; becaule thoſe Reaſons do much 
itluminate the Baſis, Intent and Meaning of the 
faid Treaty, with reſped to the Trade and Taxes of 
both Kingdom,; I mult therefore have Recourſe to 
the printed Minutes of the Proceedings of the 
Lords Commillioners for the Union, where every 
articular Propoſal, Anſwer, Proceeding &c. on 
Behalf of each Nation is inſerted at large ; and in 
the firlt Place it is expedient to acquaint the Land- 
holders of England that, on Monday 29 April 1706 
the Lords Commiſſioners for England made the fol- 
lowing propoſal to the Lords Commiſſioners fox 
Scotland, 

&« That there be the ſame Cuſtoms, Exciſes, 
„ and all other 'Taxes, and the ſame Prohibitions, 
© Reſtrictions aud Regulations of Trade through- 
out the united Kingdom of Great Britain. 
Page 24. 

he Auſwer on Behalf of Scotland, to this 
Propoſal on Behalf of England, was made on Mon- 
day 13th May 1706, in the following Words, 

« The Lords Commiſſioners for Scotland did 


66 
40 


© and be under the fame Prahibitions, Reſti ictions, 


hy take. into their Conlideration the Propoſal offer- 


& Article XII. That during the Continvance | 


* edby the Lords Commiſſioners 
« Twenty. 

* hend 10 
60 
«6 


cc 


for England, the 
ninth of April, and found it compre- 
many Particulars, that they judged it 
moſt proper to anſwer it Point by Point: Accord- 
ingly, on the Ninth inſtant, they gave an 
anſwer as to the Cufoms and Land Tax, and 
% did not mention therein any thing of r . 
* becauſe the Conſideration of theſe was depending 
before the Committee of the Commiſſioners of 
% both Sides: But to ſatisfy the Lords Commiſ- 
64 ſioners for England, that nothing ſhall be want 

ing on the Part of the Lords Commiſſioners for 
« Scotland, that is neceſſary for the attaining an 
« intire Union, they do agree to the Equality of 
% Exciſes on, Ale, Beer, Mum, Cyder, Perry, 
« Sweets, Low-Wines, Aqua Vitz, and Spirits: 
«© But they do propoſe AN EXEMPTION from all 
« other Burthens and Exciſes within Scotland for a 
* competent Time, to be adjuſted in the Courſe of 
„this Treaty; that the Subjes of Scotland MAY 
*« (by the Benefit ariſing from the Communication of 
«. Trade) BE IN A CAPACITY to bear a Pro- 
portion of other Burthens and Exciſes, being will- 
e ing at the Commencement of the Union, to bear 
% equal Exciſes on all that is exported from Scot- 
* land to England, or the Plantations : And the 
Lords Commiſſioners for Scotland do hope, that 


| * the Lords Commiſſioners for England will be 
convinced, thatthe[MMUNITY fromtheſeother | 


« Burthens and Exciſes for A TERM OF YEARS, 
is conſiſtent with an intire Union, and will not 
« put the TRADE upon an UNEQUAL FOOT, 
« when the preſent Cireumſlances rf both Kingdoms 
« are duly conſidered.” -.- Page 28. 

To this Propoſal on Behalf of Scotland, the Lords 
Commiſſioners for England made the following 
Anſwer, on Wedneſday 15 May 1706. 

« The Lords Commiſſioners for England, tak- 
ing into Conſideration the Propoſal made by the 
Lords Commiſſioners for Scotland, on the Thir- 
teenth inſtant, that the Kingdom of Scotland 
ſhevid be for a competent Time exempted from 
all Exciſes and Burthens, other than ſuch as have 


for Scorland, have in order to comply with the 
ſaid Propoſal SO FAR as it can be done, wwith- 
out PREJUDICE to the TRADE and MANU.- 
FACTURIES ef ENGLAND, diſtinctly enu- 
merated and conſidered the ſeveral Exciſes ard 
Burthens which are now payable, by Virtue of 
divers Acts of Parliament in England, and 
which have not yet been agreed to by the Lords 
Commiſſioners for Scotland, and do find the 
ſame to conſiſt of the Particulars which are here 
after mentioned, together with the Opinion and 
Anſwer of the Lords Commiſſioners for England 
to the ſaid Propoſal, as to each of the laid re- 
ſpective Duties. | 
«© I, The Duty on Stampt Paper, Vellum 
and Parchment, One Moiety whereof expires 
1 Auguſt 1710, the Lords Commiſſioners for 
England do conſent, that the Kingdom of 
Scotland be exempted from the whole Duty 
until 1 Auguſt 1710.” M 
II. The Duty on Births, Marriages and 
Burials, which being to expire x Augult next, 
and therefore before the deſired Union can take 
Place, the Lords Commiſſioners for England do 
conceive it to be wholly unneceflary to enter 
further into the Conſideration of that Duty.” 
« III. The Duty payable on Windows and 
Lights till x Augult 1710, the Lords Com- 
* for England are of Opinion, that the 
Kingdom of Scotland fhail be exempted from 
that Duty during the ſaid Term.“ 


« IV. The Duty on Coals and Culm, pay- 


able to 30 September 1720; as to this Duty, 
the Lords Commiſſioners for England do con- 
ſent, that the Kingdom of Scotland ſhall re- 
main exempted from this Duty during the ſaid 
Term, as to all Coals and Culm conſumed 


otherwiſe,” 

„V. The Duty on Malt, granted for no 
longer Time than till 24 June 1707, the 
Lords Commiſſioners for England do conſent, 
that the Kingdom of Scotland ſhall remain 
exempt from the ſaid Duty during the ſaid 
Term,” ; 
© VI. The Duty on Salt; as te this Duty, 
the Lords Commithoners for England, to ſhew 
their Willingneſs to eaſe for ſome Time the Poor 
of the Kingdom of Scotland, do content, that 
the Kingdom of Scotland, ſhall for a Competent 
Time after the Union (to be ſettled in the progreſs 
of this Treaty) remain exempt from the Pay. 
ment of that Duty for all Salt ſpent in kind, 
or uſed in Proviſions ſpent within t * roy 
of Scotland, provided that the Lords Com- 
miſſioners for Scotland, do propole effectual 
Methods to the Lords — — for Eng- 
land, for ſecuring that the like Duties as are 
now payable in England, be paid and col- 
lected in the Kingdom of Scotland atter the 
Union, without Fraud, as to all Salt exported 
from that Kingdom, either in kind or Pro- 
viſions.” . Page 29. 
The Anſwer on Behalf of Scotland to this 
Second Propoſal on Behalt of England, was made 
on Monday 17 May 1706 --- It recites various 
Matters which need not be repeated here, and then 


proceeds in the following Words, 


« And as to the exemption deſired, the Lords 
„% Commiſſioners for Scotland are very ſenfible, 
that the Lords Commiſhoners for England 
have, not only by their Paper of the Thirteenth 
inſtant, declared that they were inclined to 
conſent in general, to an Exemption of Ex- 
ciſes and Burthens (as propoſed) in ſuch Caſes 
where it might be done, without Prejudice to 
the Trade and Manufafures of England, but 
that in purſuance of that good Diſpoſition, 


within the Kingdom of Scotland, and not | 


been agreed unto by the Lords Commiſſioners | 


** 
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— 


* 


Parliament of Great Britain. — Page 32. 


HT 


« their Lordſhips by their Paper of the Fifteenth 
© inſtant, have conſented to an Exemption in 
* Favour of the Subjects of Scotland from the 
« ſeveral Duties, and for the particular Terms 
therein mentioned, whereby the Immunity 
deſired is fo far granted, But the Lords Com- 
mithoners for Scotland from their Conſideration 
of the preſent Circumſtances of that Kingdom, 
ſind themſelves under a Neceſſity to renew their 
% Propoſal of a general Exemption for ſome Com- 
te petent Time, from all other Excilks and Bur- 
„ thens, beſides theſe great Duties already con- 
«© ſented to: That the $u jets of Scotland MAY 
« by the Benefit of Trade BE ENABLED cheer- 
% fully to beer AN EQUALITY OF ALL 
* OTHER BURTHENS, WHICH vill greatly 
advance a firm Union and Coalition of Aﬀec- 
40 b and Intereſis betauixt the Two Kingdoms.“ 
— Page zo. | 

U — conſidering this Anſwer on Behalf of 
Scotland, the Lords Commiſſioners for England, 
on the 18 of May 1706, after mentioning other 
Matters, replied in the following Words. | 
0 But if the Lords Commiſſioners for Scotland, 
would extend their Propoſal of the Thirteenth, 
to an Exemption from all Burthens and Ex- 
ciſes, which the Parliament of Great Britain 
may hereafter find neceſſary to impoſe upon the 
united Kingdom; the Lords Commiſſioners for 
England ate of Opinion, that it cannot be ſup- 
te poſed; that the Parliament of Great Britain will 
« ever lay any Sort of Burthens upon the united 
Kingdom, &c.“ ſas mentioned in the 14th 
Article of the Union, already extracted among the 
Fundamental Principles ;]“ and to allow of any 


* Suppoſibion to the Contrary, <vould be to form, and 


« ſet up an unanſwerable Argument AGAINST 
6 the Union itjelf ; Sc. — Page 31. 

This Fundamental Principle of FUTURE 
TAXATION, being thus propoſed by the Lords 
Commiſſioners for England, the Lords Com- 
miſſioners for Scotland, did, on the 21 of May 
1706, agree to it, in the following Words. 

« —— Therefore the Lords Commiſſioners 
*© for Scotland to avoid the Difficulties that may 
“ ariſe on that Matter, do agree, not to infilt 
« further at preſent, but to leave the Continuation 
* of that Exemption to be determine by the 

Theſe Extracts from the Minutes of the Pro- 
ceedings in the Treaty of Union, do throw fo 
much Light upon it, that | believe the Landbhold- 
ers of England will not have many Doubts con- 
cerning the Baſis, Intent and Meaning of the faid 
Treaty, with reſpe& to the Trade and Taxcs of 
the Two Nations — 

For it plainly appears that the Baſis 2nd Foun- 
dation of the Commercial Part of this Treaty is, 

Ax EQUALITY or 
TRADE and TAXES. 3 

And to remove every colourabl- Pretext for ei. 
ther gainſaying This, or objecting againſt the Ne- 
ceſſity of an — Taxation, I iliall at preſent 
only refer to the following Part of the Answer of 
the Lords Commiſſioners for Seotland, made x7 
May 1506. | 

« But the Lords Commiſſioners for Scotland 
from their Conſideration of the preſent Cn cum- 
& ſtances of that Kingdom, find themtetves under 
* a Neceſſity to renew their Propoſal of a general 
«© Exemption for ſome Competent Time, trom all 
© other Exciſes and Burthens, beſides theſe great 
« Duties already conſented to: That ihe Subjedts 
« of Scotland MAY by the Benefit of Trade BE 
&© ENABLED cheerjully to bear AN EQUALITY 
* OF ALL OTHER BURTHENsS, WHICH 
c« will greatly advance a firm Union and Coalition 
&« of Aﬀettions and Interefts betwixt the Two King» 
%% doms,” — Page 30. 


To be Continued. } 


